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The Catholic Community of St. Odilia,  

in fulfilling its mission, envisions  

an elementary and middle school that: 
 

Kindles the light of knowledge and Catholic faith in  

our students by following the example of our patron,  

Saint Odilia, and instilling hope, mercy, and wisdom  

as we live and learn in the light of Christ. 

 

 

Fosters and promotes a diversified, challenging curriculum  

supported by faculty, staff and parents who encourage children  

to reach their full academic and spiritual potential. 

 

 

Establishes an authentic Catholic identity that supports the discovery  

and awareness of truth, enabling our children to grow to become valuable  

members of their community, striving to serve the common good  

and transform the culture in the light of the Gospel. 

 

 

Serves the parish community of St. Odilia, while  

welcoming families from all faith backgrounds  

to share the blessings of a Catholic school. 

 

 

Strives to make Catholic education available,  

accessible, and affordable in order to serve  

students of all economic backgrounds. 

It is the mission of Saint Odilia Catholic School to  

educate the whole child: spiritually, academically,  

emotionally, socially and physically.  
 

Each child will develop a clear Catholic identity, an  

understanding of the Gospels’ call to service, and  

an appreciation for the larger community. Our faculty,  

staff and curriculum promote a love of learning and  

respect for self and others. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission & Value Statements 



Dear Family and Friends of St. Odilia Catholic School: 
 

Looking back on the 2017-2018 school year, it can be said with all certainty that we have much to be proud 
of and thankful for as a school community. Our students continued to excel academically and spiritually in  
a whole-child learning environment. This is a result of our outstanding faculty and staff, as well as the  
positive partnership that has been developed between our parents and staff. As I’ve said before, we are an 
excellent school, which is why I am okay with where we are, but I am not okay staying there. This continued 
commitment calls for us as individuals to grow in our faith and knowledge. Our passion, our purpose, and  
our perseverance will lead us to the excellence we seek.  
 
This year’s theme was Responsibility and Taking the First Step to do something good for others and  
ourselves. The reality is that we are all responsible for improving our lives and to never stop loving God  

and expressing His Grace towards others. As a school community and in each classroom, we discussed that we are responsible for  
growing in our faith by living like Jesus did and praying a lot. We are responsible for achieving more in school by trying our hardest, 
asking questions, and being curious! We are also all responsible for becoming better people, by thinking of others’ needs before  
our own, doing the right thing, not blaming others, and just being kind to one another.  
 

In many respects, we have become an anomaly among Catholic schools that are experiencing rapidly decreasing enrollment and  
budgetary issues. Our success as a school is a result of all members of our community committing to enabling our school to thrive for  
the benefit of your children!        
 

In many ways, this year was one for the record books. Here are some of our most notable accomplishments over the course of this  
past year: 

 For the second year in a row, we increased enrollment!  
 Welcomed 20 new transfer students into our school community and 125 students since 2014. 
 Achieved a 96% retention rate amongst current students - the highest we have recorded in years. 
 Implemented better communication tools with a new website, an app, and single sign-on parent portal. 
 Confirmed our second group of 8th graders. 
 Hosted our first Annual Family STREAM Night. 
 Provided summer reading recommendations and books as part of a book exchange near the outdoor classroom. 
 The Professional Development Committee created and implemented new ways teachers can learn from each other and hold  
        ourselves accountable.  
 Utilized data from the NWEA/MAP standardized tests to better map the progress of every child and define ways to improve  
        our curriculum.  
 Our scores continued to rise, and we maintained at least one grade-level above the national norm, all while spending 33% less  
        time testing than area districts. 
 Welcomed over 700 family and friends for “Lunch with a loved one.” 
 Raised nearly $200,000 through the Marathon and BLOOM!   
 In addition to the Jesse Ruben and his “I Can” project, we hosted three student retreats throughout the year covering the topics 
of courage, kindness, and leaving a legacy     
 We expanded our Enrichment offerings to include Reading and Language Arts in addition to Math.  
 Developed successful marketing strategies that resulted in an increase in enrollment of nearly 70 students with waitlists in four   
        grades next year.  
 We prepared our students for success in high school and beyond! Did you know that graduates of St. Odilia have the highest  
        cumulative GPA and the highest ACT scores amongst any other group of students at Totino-Grace High School AND our  
        graduates that attend Mounds View have an ACT score 5 points higher than the state average, and MN is the highest  
        in the nation? Not only that, but they leave high school, on average, with over 15 college credits. 
  AND…last but not least paperless field trip permission slips!  
 

These are just a few of the ways that we continue to educate your children’s hearts and minds. For greater detail on our progress,  
please see the updated school strategic plan on our website. The success that our school has enjoyed over the past year would not be 
possible without the continued partnership and ongoing commitment of faculty, staff, parents, parishioners, and most importantly our 
outstanding students. After all, a community that celebrates successes with each other has more successes to celebrate.  
 

Thank you for your continued commitment and support of our school.  Finally, thank you for entrusting your child to us this year! 
 

Sincerely, 
 
  
 
Brian Ragatz, Principal  

 

 

 

From the Principal  

 



Three words sum up the future to me: no more construction! Though with all our growth, we certainly needed it!  

 Not only do we have a 98% retention rate in our school, but also 40 new transfer students coming in next year,  

including 5 from foreign countries and we have waitlists in multiple grades. Next year we will also have three full-day 

kindergarten classes for the third year in a row, which has never happened at St. Odilia…ever… and we anticipate a 

13% increase in enrollment next year.   

 Our preschool is expanding as well, as we are adding another 3-year-old program and we anticipate our enrollment 

of 555 students to be close to 625 next year!  

 Academically, now that we have a science lab that rivals most high schools, we need new science equipment to fill it 

so all grades can use it on a consistent basis.  

 We hired a part time teacher to be the science specialist that focuses on STREAM experiments for all grades in the  

new lab. This will become a weekly class where students in K-5 will use the lab for engineering and other inquiry-based 

experiments.  

 Finally, we are working on expanding more of the “A” (ART) in our STREAM initiative. Next year we will offer drama as 

an elective for middle school students and put on a school musical for grades 3-8 in May of 2019!   

 Hard to believe, but 2018-2019 could be an even better year than 2017-2018! 

 

 

 

Looking to the Future  



 

 

FUNdraising 

St. Odilia has two main fundraisers a year: Marathon in the fall and BLOOM in the spring. We certainly like to put the FUN in 
fundraising, bringing our community together for the greatest cause: our children!  
 

Parent Action Association (PAA) General Fund 
The PAA raises funds through our community events such as Davanni’s Family Night, our 
upcoming Culver’s Night, as well as proceeds from spirit wear, soccer field concessions, 
Amazon Smile and the School Store. Aside from a large and generous donation to  
this fund, these opportunities raised nearly $5,000. These funds were used for  
staff appreciation, the flower pots outside the school, enrichment curriculum and  
opportunities, support of our Child of Light Program, online conference scheduler, as  
well as the onsite Explore Dome exhibit. In addition, funds raised through the Parent  
Action Association (PAA) help offset the cost for students to learn outside the  
classroom through field trips or classroom parties.  
 
 

Marathon 
The St. Odilia Marathon is a community fundraiser with events for the whole family!  
 

Where do the funds go? The funds raised help offset the cost of tuition and pay for many school enhancements. Funds  
are invested back into our school, its teachers and of course our kids. Here are a few ways Marathon funds were used  
in 2017-2018: 
 

For our school, we used the money to purchase new chairs, supplies, and furniture for some classrooms, as well as  
enrichment curriculum materials, a supplemental and adaptable math and language arts curriculum, online assessment  
to determine the specific needs of students, and physical education equipment. We also purchased new STEM activities,  
an online conference scheduler, and marketing opportunities for our school.  
 

For our teachers, the Marathon money was used for professional development in mental health, staff service projects,  
innovation in the classroom, reimbursements for teachers so they do not need to use their own money for classroom  
supplies, and staff appreciation days. 
 

For our kids, the money was used to fund our Courage, Kindness, Leaving a Legacy retreats and some great learning  
activities!   
 

BLOOM!  
Did you know that BLOOM! has raised over $650,000 for our school since 2013? What a remarkable accomplishment in the 
first five years of this wonderful event where every dollar raised has gone right back into our school to help our students.  
In fact, this past year we had more people in attendance than ever and raised the 
most money ever: $160,000! It is my prayerful hope that you will help us continue 
this effort and support our school again in 2019. This year’s goal was to help fulfill 
the dream within the new addition! Our new addition, makes us much more secure 
and has the ability to bring our children a whole-child education second to none. 
But with anything and everything, a community of excellences is not based solely  
on space, bricks, and motor. It is based on the people that make it up: the students, 
the staff, and the parents and a commitment by everyone to make our school better 
than it already is!   
 

With the funds from this year: 
        Purchased and installed brand-new locker rooms 

Installed new SMART Boards and technology in all the new rooms 
Installed new cubbies, coat halls, and storage cabinets and all necessary items as well 
Installed custom bookshelves for our brand-new library that actually has natural light coming into it!  
And since we did so well, we will be replacing our hallway lockers for students in grade 5-8.   

In addition, a portion of the proceeds will go towards increasing our capability to meet the needs of all learners through the 
purchase of new curriculum, instructional supplies, and fulfilling our teachers’ wish lists. Finally, and new to BLOOM this year, 
as you have invested in us, we want to invest in our future as well. Therefore, we have invested a percentage of the funds 
raised in our Endowment Fund; specifically the Connor Anderson Scholarship Fund that assist families with financial need. 
 
 

You have made such a difference in the lives of all the students, staff, and community of St. Odilia. THANK YOU!  
 

 

 



St. Odilia completed its fifth year using the Northwest Evaluation Association’s (NWEA) standardized tests, the Measures of Aca-
demic Progress (MAP). We are proud to say that St. Odilia students’ average scores again saw slight increases overall from the 
previous year. MAP tests are computer administered and scored achievement tests designed to measure growth in student learn-
ing for individual students, classrooms, and the school as a whole. Tests for mathematics and reading are given to grades K-
8. Tests for language usage are given in grades 2-8. St. Odilia administers MAP in the fall and spring to all students. For the first 
time, students in grades 5 and 7 were given the science test in the spring. 
 
Scores are reported in RIT units. The RIT Scale is a curriculum scale that uses individual item difficulty values to estimate student 
achievement.  The RIT scale is an equal interval scale. Equal interval means that the difference between scores is the same regard-
less of whether a student is at the top, bottom, or middle of the RIT scale, and it has the same meaning regardless of grade level. 
 
St. Odilia students’ average scores in math, reading, and language are higher than the national average in every grade level, with 
many grades’ averages in the 90th percentile or above. St. Odilia averaged more than nine RIT points above the national average, 
amounting to a full grade level or more above national norms in most grades.  
 
Just as impressive, 41% of students scored in the 80th percentile or above in math, 41% scored in the 80th percentile or above in 
reading, and 47% scored in the 80th percentile or above in language.   
 
St. Odilia also took the general science test in 5th and 7th grades in the spring this year with impressive results! Over 65% of our 5th 
grade students and 80% of our 7th grade students scored at or above the national average. 
 
Below is a summary of St. Odilia’s spring testing results. Each graph shows the average score for St. Odilia students at each grade 
level as compared to the national average at that grade level.  

 

 

Testing Results 

Grade K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

National Norm 159.1 180.8 192.1 203.4 213.5 221.4 225.3 228.6 230.9 

St. Odilia Mean 2017 172.3 195.4 197.8 208.9 219.5 229.2 238.2 239.7 250.2 
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Testing Results 
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 St. Odilia 
Mean 

National 
Norm 

K 168.3 158.1 

1 186.5 177.5 

2 199.1 188.7 

3 206.4 198.6 

4 215.3 205.9 

5 221.1 211.8 

6 228 215.8 

7 227.7 218.2 

8 234.7 220.1 

Spring 2018 MAP Scores-Language 

St. Odilia Mean 2018 
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 St. Odilia 
Mean 

National 
Norm 

2 194.2 189.7 

3 209.8 200.0 

4 217.7 206.7 

5 223.2 211.5 

6 222.3 215.3 

7 229.6 217.6 

8 234.5 219.0 
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